The title compound, C 26 H 21 O 3 P, was obtained as by-product due to the hydrolysis of the desired tosylated compound. The dihedral angles between the three aromatic rings attached to the P atom lie in the range 78.1 (1)-87.6 (1)
Related literature
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
S1. Comment
Benzoate functionalized 2-(diphenylphosphano)phenol derivatives are important starting materials for various labeling purposes using the traceless Staudinger Ligation (Mamat et al., 2009) . 4-(Halomethyl) and 4-(hydroxymethyl)benzoates were developed, especially, for the insertion of fluorescence markers (Wodtke et al., 2015) or for the introduction of radiolabels such as fluorine-18 (Mamat et al., 2011) . For the later purpose, good leaving groups were required. The title compound was obtained as by-product after the tosylation step during the preparation of the tosylated title compound which was further used as precursor for radiofluorinations.
S2. Experimental
2-(Diphenylphosphano)phenyl-4-(iodomethyl)benzoate was dissolved in acetonitrile and treated with AgOTs in the dark.
After 16 h, the precipitate was filtered and the residue was purified by column chromatography after removal of the solvent. The title compound was obtained as by-product due to the hydrolysis of the desired tosylated compound during the purification step.
Colorless crystals of the title compound were obtained by crystallization from ethyl acetate/petroleum ether after chromatographic separation.
S3. Refinement
All hydrogen atoms were placed on geometrically calculated positions [C-H 0.93-0.97 Å; O-H 0.82 Å] , and refined using a riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.2 -1.5 U eq of the parent atom.
The hydroxymethyl group disordered between two orientations was treated using a split model with the occupancies refined to 0.719 (9)/0.281 (9).
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Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound, with the atom labels and 50% probability displacement ellipsoids. Only the major component of the disordered hydroxymethyl group is shown.
Figure 2
A portion of the crystal packing viewed approximately down the a axis. H atoms have been omitted for clarity.
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